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The 10 best
new Aussie

beers

The finest brews from the Australian
International Beer Awards. Hiccup!

ast week sawthegrand | lecturer in beer at University of
L final of the prestigious Ballarat, picked out for Z00

Australian International Weekly tentop-notch local
Beer Awards in Melbourne: beersthat were all gold-medal
938 beers from 189 brewers winnersin their class, and we
fromaround the world, whittled | sampled all of themin thes
downtothe very best. Beer time before deadline. WhiEh
guru Frank Vriesekoop, chief was about two hours. It got
steward of the awards and d little messy...

“Could be a good session
beer - if you don't sink too
many in the first hour"

4HOPALE

BLLABONGBREVING MYAREE, PERTHWA

THE JUDGES SAY: |

“The gold medal for
: best packagedale
| from asmall brewery. The
name ‘4 Hop'is becauseit's
¢ hopped at four different
" stagesduring brewing, which
~ & istobalance out the sweet
o flavoursof the malt it hasan
i intermediate colourandit's
~ mid-range in alcohol aswell,
under four per cent."”
Z00 SAYS: Could be agood
sessionbeer-it's quite
refreshing, and not so strong #
that you'd get pissed quickly.
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WIGEPEN |
IRISH RED ALE 5572 ,.; |

THE JUDGES
SAY: "Atop
r draught ale.
The Wig & Pen does
mainly draught beers
-that are only available at
the tavern, With Irish red
ales, the colour comes
from using roasted barley
.as well asthe malt, and it
‘tasteslessbitterthanan
-Englishale - the Ballyragget
‘has different types of malt,
balanced out with hops they
bringinfrom New Zealand.”
- 200 SAYS: Quite unusual,
nice though —could help dull
= thepainofbeinginCanberra. S

i

WIGRAMBREWING COMPANY, WIGRAM,NZ

s o= L

s = THE JUDGES
- 1 SAY: "The best
’ small brewery
" draught lager-thisis
& actuallyadarklager,a
§ Munich-style onethat's
full of malt that's nicely
balanced with the hops.
It's actually a New Zealand
' beer, near Christchurch -
- It'sreally avery small
¢ microbrewery, alot of
¢ microbreweriesonly supply
' locally or to one pub, but this
- beerisquite widely available.”
. Z0O 5AYS: Ooh, that's lovely -
i canwe haveasecond one?
~ C'mon, giss another. Fine then,

Seven more

N F et Sa)

- _. - - 2

ZOO 19



REDOAK OLD BALTIC |§ LITTLECREATURES || 2onaofo

PBII'I'EII ' REDOAK BEER CAFE, SYDNEY pAIIEMIB _FREMANTLE WA . ] Germanfiick
i THE JUDGES —eii E | THE JUDGES (-r/'“‘
SAY: “Adraught =, SAY: "“Thisis :

atextbook {

Ml porter. Porteris | 4
i adarker beer but not as  Australian pale ale. It's i ‘
| darkasastout. Baltic - got low-hop bitternass, -8\
| porterstendtohaveabit the colouris quite light, ' b
;- more body and a higher “and there's a fruity
E-_ialmhulcunleni.me - essence —you're looking
. Redoak Old Baltic porter  for subtle hints of banana.
“ is a good example, it has | It's not heavy, pale ale
i roasted characteristics but : shouldn't have an over-

| everything is wellin balance.
i When you're working with

| roasted grains and dark

| grains, it's adifficult thing to
~make awell-balanced beer.”

- whelming taste. And all

- paleales have medium

. carbonation, unike lagers."
| ZDO SAYS: Bananas? In

' beer? Sounds a bit iffy —

| but better give us another
l:metn malte sUre,..

| IIEI]BAI‘:I{ lll!l[illllll.
THE WIG & PEN, CANBERRA, ACT . © .- |\ MATILDABAY BREWING, FREMANTLE, WA
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THE JIII:IGEE £ THE JUDGES SAY:
SAY: "'Mr Natural 7 Adraught wheat
is a draught- beer. The Redback
' reduced-alcohol beer, Original has actually
another one from the &% changedalittlebitover

Wig & Penin Canberra.
I believe thisis the most
. difficult type of beer to
produce, becausethe
alcoholcarries alotofthe &
flavour and the aromaof the §
beer.lalways lookoutfor &
high-scoring, reduced-
alcohol beer because it'sthe
mark of a good brewer. And
youdon't have to worry if
you have to work later.”

Z00 SAYS: Phew, alight—
starﬂnqtufeeiam pkssy'. hardwecantseestralqht

FERHLWIIITE ™ MS‘I‘ IlllllP WHEAT

FERAL BREWING COMPANY, BASKERVILLE, WA © . | 8 LASTDROPBREWERY, CANNING VALE, WA

THE JUDGES THE JUDGES
SAY: “Belgian- SAY: "Draught

style wheat : wheat beer
heer like @ Hoegaarden. - froma small brewery.
 Feral White smells - Asmall brewery is one

: | extremely nice - I'm not  that can produce a
s.ure what percentage of * maximum of 3000 litres

i the years, my feelingis
' thatithadstronger wheat

& characteristicsinthe past.
¢ It'sanextremelyeasyto
¢ drink wheat beerwitha
& really nice balance. Wheat
beers have tobe at least 30
percent beer—beers made
completely fromwheat aren't
particularly pleasant, they're
not thirst guenching.”
Z00 SAYS: That'sguenched
ourthirst—guenchedit so

I the wheat it is, but it's | | inonebatch—thatcan

i balanced against barley. | make it more difficult to
:There'ssome acid there, :producea consistent

| soit'svery refreshing | -beer. The small breweries

| because you've got that |, usually show great

- tartness, like a hint of citrus, I craftsmanship by producing

| Andthere'swhat we call | greatbeers, Thisisa

i“the‘phenalic flavour’, which | Bavarian-style wheat beer

i comes from the yeast i - with veryittle bitterness.”

"“metabolising the wheat." | Z00 SAYS: You want

200 SAYS: Mmm... where's

: bitterness? She said she
“thedunny in here?

| loved us... then sheleft...
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' Billions of litres of beer
- consumed globally per year

397

: ' Billions of dollars spent on beer
| globally per year

: Years BC that the earliest known
. beer was brewed

| Year the German Purity Law was

= introduced

| PADDY’S STRONG

|SCOTTISH|

, THE
; JUDGES
SAY: “This

| iswhatwe callaScotch
|- ale or barley wine,
I They're not the same

- | thingbutit's not much
. | ofadifference. Theseare

. |"high-alcohol beers, upto
. 10percent alcohol. it's

“much thicker and that high
\-alcohol content carries a lot
Lofflavour—it's a dessert

“beeralmost, you could drink
 this with a chocolate tart, it
“hasenough sweetnessto
{icarrythe tones.”
| Z00 SAYS: You're our only
| friend. Let's fight!

MARKETS HOTEL,
FLEMINGTON, NSW

i—

Per cent: the strongest beer ever

. made, Hair of the Dog Dave's

barley wine

78.8

Billions of dollars spent on beer

| globally per year

14.1

| Litres: amount of low-aicohol heer

. consumed per person each yearin

Australia




